
NZ Dairy Cruelty

Dairy is something that most of us consume daily without a second
thought. It comes branded and packaged in such a way that we often
don’t see milk for what it really is. When we think of the life of a dairy
cow we think of happy, healthy cows who just seem to be waiting to
give their milk to us. What we don’t see is the stress of the dairy cows
when their babies are ripped away from them after a few days of birth
or the ways that the dairy cows are slaughtered when they have
stopped producing milk.

For a cow, like any other mammal, to produce milk, she must have a
baby. 80% of cows are made pregnant through artificial insemination.
Naturally the milk she produces would go to feeding her baby calf. But
because humans want to drink this milk the baby calf is taken away
from his/her mother, when she/he is only two days old. Cows are very
maternal animals and both the mother, and the baby calf suffer
terribly from being separated at such a young age. In fact, one cow
missed her baby so much that she broke out of her paddock and
trekked through 8 kilometres of paddocks and rivers to find her baby.
On dairy farms, mother cows can be heard bellowing out wildly trying
to find their babies as well as running after the cattle trucks that take
their babies to separate farms.

Naturally cows can live to be up to 25 years old. But on dairy farms
they are often slaughtered when they are only 5-7 years old meaning
that most dairy cows live less than a third of their natural life span.

Once they arrive at the slaughterhouse they are held together in
stunning pens where they are stunned with a captive bolt pistol. They
are then shackled by the leg, lifted up and have their throats slit. After
the blood has been drained away, the cows body is used for cheap
meat and pet food.

Most of us agree that causing unnecessary suffering/ death to
animals is wrong. For this reason we are against things like people
beating dogs for pleasure. Yet our best justification for using animal
products is pleasure, we enjoy how they look, feel or taste. If it is
wrong to kill dogs for pleasure, it is also wrong to kill cows and other
sentient animals for pleasure.

What can you do?

•Go vegan. The only way to truly help animals is to stop buying the 
products that cause them to suffer and die. Veganism is a moral stand 
against animal exploitation and vegans seek to avoid animal 
exploitation as much as possible within our specieist society. In 
practical terms this means not eating or using animal products and not 
going to things like circuses. Find out more at vegansociety.co.nz. Also 
check out abolitionistapproach.com  and nzdairy.webs.com
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